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Abstract


Abstract
Stylistic advice concerning sentence complexity is often phrased in terms of sentence length. This paper examines the relations between sentence length on the one hand and structural complexity factors such as subordination, adverbial modifiers, noun phrase modifiers, coordinated constituents and dependency lengths on the other hand. The data come from an automatic analysis of about 40.000 sentences, taken from ten text genres.

Most genres have mean sentence lengths between 14 and 17 words; the only exceptions are textbooks for vocational schools (10 words) and scientific articles (24 words). Sentence lengths vary enormously within genres and within texts, casting doubt on the usability of sentence length advice. Subordinate clauses are frequent, but multiple subordination within a single sentence is not. Extra propositions can be built into the clause via adjectival and adverbial modifiers and coordination. The number of propositions per clause differs considerably between genres, much more so than the number of propositions per word (so-called propositional density). The final feature is the maximal grammatical dependency length in the sentence. Maximal lengths of more than 10 words are infrequent in simplex sentences, but regularly occur in complex sentences.

Taken together, the complexity factors explain much of the sentence length variance, but conversely sentence length does not strongly predict the occurrence of particular complexity factors. In diagnosing sentences, we should use complexity factors instead of sentence lengths. On a more general note, it remains to be seen to what extent structural complexity adversely affects comprehension, as larger grammatical structures may also help readers to synthesize propositions.
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Inleiding Nederlandse taalkunde. Voor aankomende neerlandici intra en extra muros

Esther Ruigendijk, Marijke de Belder en Ankelien Schippers

Goede kennis van een taal gaat verder dan het leren van woorden en grammatica. Als taaldeskundige moet je ook wetenschappelijk inzicht hebben in taal. Dit boek geeft een inleiding in de Nederlandse taalkunde. Er is daarbij rekening gehouden met niet-moedertaalsprekers. Daardoor is het boek ook uitermate geschikt voor taalkunde onderwijs aan universiteiten en hogescholen extra muros. 

In dertien hoofdstukken introduceren de auteurs de belangrijkste taalkundige deelgebieden. Daarnaast bieden zij inkijkjes in verschillende taalkundige disciplines zoals psycholinguïstiek, historische taalkunde en taalverwerving. Ze sluiten ieder hoofdstuk af met oefenopdrachten.
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Call for Papers


Global Vietnam welcomes papers in varied forms, including individual concept papers, research articles, book reviews, debate and opinion pieces, etc. It also welcomes proposals for special issues. The maximum length for a paper published in the Journal is up to 12,000 words including references, notes and figures/tables/charts. Requested length for book reviews is two pages. You can send your proposal to Prof Phan Le-Ha ([email protected]) or to the commissioning editor at AUP, Inge Klompmakers ([email protected]). 





Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis zoekt reviewartikelen!
Aan de hand van een serie reviewartikelen brengt Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis de komende tijd recente ontwikkelingen in het historische landschap in kaart. Maakt uw vakgebied een interessante ontwikkeling door? Heerst er een debat? Kregen recente publicaties volgens u niet voldoende aandacht? Kruip dan in uw pen en schrijf een reviewartikel voor Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis! We verwelkomen bijdragen van historici uit alle mogelijke vakgebieden.
Meer info via: www.aup-online.com/content/journals/00407518
en tijdschriftvoorgeschiedenis.org.





 

Call for papers

Carillon and Bell Culture in the Low Countries is an annual publication about carillon and bell culture and the related tangible and intangible cultural heritage. The articles are the output of academic and/or artistic research. The editors welcome contributions from history, musicology, sociology, anthropology, (historically) informed performance, heritage, cultural studies, campanology etc. Although the Low Countries are the main focus, we also welcome contributions on the bell and carillon culture from all over the world.
For the second yearbook, to be published mid-May 2023, authors may send a short abstract (max. 300 words) to [email protected] by 1 September 2022. Articles can be submitted in Dutch or English. More information can be found in the CfP attached (Nederlands).
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